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An in&ease of nearly 400 percent in the copulation of game’ snecfes 
.of migratory waterfowl in North’ America during’- the vast .nine ye?.rs:;was 

.::reDortsd to ‘Seeretar$ of the’ Interior H&old-L; I&&s tdday as.the result 
: .af -,the .Tsn%h .&. nnual Ifivetitbqj of Kigratorg Waterfowl conducted by the Fish 

a&I Wildlife Service in‘ cooperaiiofi with many ,%ederal and State agencies. -. ] ‘_ ‘, I_ ‘. . . 
.I ‘6 Dr. Ira Xi: G&bri’el.son; diredtdr of ‘the ‘Service., &ported that the 

present sstimated p&<l&tidn of 1~~,35O,,tJOO birds was Drobably’ehe greatest 
. .I .since~ .-the‘ early- 19,“O.’ s’.. At the 10-w Taint of the so-called “duck dkzres- 

sion”‘:is-1934 an& 1935 the migraiory waterfowl s&ulat’i& had fallen ta 
p?-oroximately 27,000,000, 

’ Dr. Gabriel’son declared that .the comeback of these birds was “one of 
the! great achievkments of the conservation fopces of this country” and that 
it provided “full refutation of those whb believe that conservation is B 
negative thing. ” 

Among the ducks, he -pointed out, the largest increases have been shown 
by the ibiallard and the ?intail. The total poqulation of the ~~iallard at the 
present ,time is between ‘35 aAd. .,milTions and that of. the Pintail is in 
excess ‘of. 20 millions. 
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Thilfd .$&ce is’held by ‘t-he ‘two Scaups, considereh together, fourth 
by the Redhead; fifth 6y the “Bald$ate. or’ Widgeon, and sixth by the Black 
&+J, :;,: . . . :. ‘, %.I. I. -. I .I * , 

The Canvasback ‘and’ Rtiddy &ek”alsb showed satisfactory ‘ihcreases, 
Dr. Gabrielson saidi but decreases were recorded for a few s?ecies including 
the Gadwall , Greenawinged Teal, Blue-winged Teal, Ring-necked Duck, and 
Shoveler. These qecies, with the exception of the Teals, do not rank high 
as desirable game and the declines noted are not large enough to be cause 
for any alarm. 

The estimates for the goose DoTulation do not show any iqartaqt changes, 
he said, but the Car.ada, White-fronted, and Blue Geese all shswed ::&>.ne gains 
in numbers. Apparently there has been an unexplained reduction in the num- 
bers of Snow Geese and of Ross’s Goose and a lesser decline among Cackling 
Geese. 

The !%i stling STaran noqulation anDears to he.ve suffered some losses. 

ie 
“The suggestion has been made, ” the report stated, “that we may have reached 
a saturation point for this species fqr. the available habitat, particularly 
for winter qu.arters. n .” 



“A very hea vy increase is again recorded for Coot, the indications 
being that we now have a continental oooulation of these birds that is in 
excess of 20 millions,” it was reoorted. 

Pre-season estimates last year of a southward flight of birds that 
might total 150 million seem to have been substantially correct since the 
-po=ulation loss during the shooting season (hunters’ bag, plus lost birds, 
crigoles, etc.) probably reached from 24 to 25 million, While the flight 
was heavy, in Dart of the pountry it was greatly delayed and there were a 
number of shifts of birds from their normal route South. This led to ex- 
ce?tiona.lly good hunting in parts of the country, and poor hunting in others, 
3r. Gabriel son said, 

Along the Atlantic fly-wa. y a considerable shortage was observed during 
the shooting sea.son, due to a long delayed movement from the Nort’h-central 
Dortions of the continent, chiefly the Trairie provinces of Canada.. In 
the i6ssissiqi fly-way, for the ,same reason, poor flights ‘also were 
recorded in ikth and South Dakota, Wisconsin, Lichigan, Ohio, Missouri, 
JQkanse.s, and Loui siana, llrhile the evidence indicated a heavier than 
normal migration in Iol~3,. 3enorts at Ghrlstmas time &awed. that even that 
late in the sea,son a great number of birds were still in the North.‘ 

>?ebraska also showed a heavy migration, Dr. Gabrielson z+;d, and if 
it had not been for the noor showing in O’zlahoma, where lack of’ waker 
caused the birds to nass through ranidly, the situation in the Central 
fly-l,ra.y krould be considered entirely satisfa,ctory. 

The flight through nract i call .I ;T all carts of the Pacific fly-Y*ray was 
good. 

“r{e ten take snecial satisfaction in the re-building of the migra- 
tory waterfowl po&lation at this time,” Dr. Gabrielson declared, i’since 
ore believe that there will be a large increase in the mnmber of hunters 
after the tarar. Within a few years after the first ‘World War, sales, of 
hunting licer,ses went ur, nearly one-third. It is reasonable to expect 
that many thousands of young men in the Army who have been accustomed to 
the use of fire-arms for the first time , and who have gotten a taste of the 
outdoors, will want to hunt when they come back home, ” 
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